
Program Policies
• Piano Institute is an educational component of the annual Piano Celebration 

Week at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

• Piano Institute is dedicated to teaching piano to children in the community 
whose parents or guardians lack the financial means to afford private lessons.

• Piano Institute is offering 30 free lessons per student, starting in January 
2026. Students are expected to participate in the program for the entire 
duration of 8 months, from January to August. This ensures that each student 
benefits fully from his/her lessons.

• All lessons are held at the Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Center for 
the Arts at a convenient time arranged by the student and his/her teacher.

• Students can borrow music books from the Piano Institute Library for a 
period of 8 months at a time. Music books may also be purchased from a local 
music store recommended by the teacher. 

• Students are encouraged to participate in recitals, group lessons, concerts, 
and other special events held throughout the year.

• Continuation in the program depends on the teacher’s end-of-the-program 
evaluation of their student’s progress and commitment towards lessons. If 
at any point the student or parent breaks the agreement, they forfeit their 
priority and consideration to remain in the program. If the student remains 
in good standing with the program, the Piano Institute will make every effort 
to ensure their continuation for the following academic year.

• Teachers are assigned to students depending on experience level and 
availability. Requests for changing teachers will be considered only if there is 
an extenuating circumstance. Students already in the program may continue 
with the same teacher next year.

Parent and Student Responsibilities
• Parents are responsible for bringing students to each lesson on time and with 

all necessary materials, and for picking up students on time. 

• Students are asked to come to each lesson ready to cooperate and work.

• Each teacher will give practice assignments appropriate for each individual 
student. These assignments are designed to help the student progress in his/
her study and make lessons productive and enjoyable. Students and their 
families are responsible for establishing a practice routine. While each teacher 
can advise students and parents about appropriate amounts of practice time 
and how to create a positive and distraction-free practice environment, Piano 
Institute students are expected to set aside a minimum of:

	 15-20 minutes a day of practice (beginning students)

	 20-30 minutes a day of practice (students beyond first year)

	 30-45 minutes a day of practice (students beyond third year)
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• Piano Institute teachers welcome the attendance of parents at private lessons 
and questions regarding their child’s progress. 

• Piano Institute staff and teachers want to see each student enjoy and succeed 
in their piano study and will work with each family to meet these goals. To 
ensure meaningful progress, students are expected to attend regularly and 
come prepared. Those who miss three or more lessons or arrive unprepared 
on a consistent basis may be asked to discontinue their lessons.

Make-up Lesson Policy
When students sign up for lessons, they reserve a place in the program 
and in their teacher’s schedule. Teachers make a commitment to carefully 
plan lessons and be there to teach them each week during the semester. We 
appreciate the commitment students are making to at-home practice and 
weekly lessons; we also understand that unexpected events sometimes make it 
difficult for students (and teachers) to make it to a scheduled lesson. With all 
this in mind, the following make-up policy is designed to provide a cushion for 
emergency situations but also ensure continuity in students’ piano study.

1.	 Each student is allowed one make-up lesson, provided they give their 
teacher 24-hour notice of the anticipated absence. 

2.	 Make-up lessons will be arranged if a teacher is sick or otherwise unable 
to teach a scheduled lesson.

3.	 No make-up lessons will be given for student no-shows.

4.	 If a student is late for a lesson, the missed time will not be made up.

5.	 If a lesson must be cancelled because of inclement weather, the lesson 
must be made up.

Piano Rental
Piano Institute students will be eligible to borrow an electric keyboard for 
the entire duration of their program. Upon successful registration, a separate 
contract will be signed. The student must ensure that the instrument is 
returned in the same condition as received upon program completion. 

Scholarship Information
Piano Institute students will be eligible for a full scholarship (based on family 
income) during the 2026 program year. The scholarship will be determined 
based on the family’s annual household income. Families with an annual 
household income of $0-$40,000 will be eligible for the scholarship. A copy of 
the family’s 2024 income tax return is required with the application form.

Please contact Dr. Dino Mulić, Piano Institute Director (dino.mulic@tamucc.edu) 
with any questions or concerns.

Academic Calendar 2026

January 14-20	 Piano Delivery

January 17	 Lessons Begin

March 20-29 	 Piano Celebration Week

March 28	 Recital 
H-E-B Performance Hall in 
the Performing Arts Center

August 16	 Lessons End

August 16-22	 Piano Pick-up
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